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Cranes are an ancient species of birds, celebrated and fabled in many countries around the world.  Here on 
the Tablelands, cranes have been arriving at their traditional wintering grounds since early June, providing 
an annual wildlife spectacle for nature lovers.  Their numbers increase through the winter months,  and they 
depart with the early storms for their breeding grounds in the Gulf and Cape York. 
 
There are fifteen species of cranes worldwide, many of which are endangered, and two of the world's 
species can be seen on the Tablelands, the Brolga  and the Sarus Crane.  
For many years, keen birders across the Tablelands have been counting the cranes each year to better 
understand crane populations in the Far North. Following the crane count, a week of community celebration 
known as the Tablelands Crane Week will commence on the 24th September and Tablelands residents and 
visitors are invited to help celebrate these amazing birds.  
 
The Malanda Falls Visitor Centre will be running a range of activities during Crane Week from 24 to 30 
September, including a photography competition, children's colouring-in competition, crane art and craft, 
informative displays and story readings.  These activities will be based at the Malanda Dairy Centre, and 
entries in the photography competition will be exhibited here during Crane Week. Tablelands Regional 
Council Tourism Coordinator Gwyneth Nevard said, "If you can't tell the difference between the Brolga and 
the Sarus Crane, or want to learn how to fold an origami crane, this is your chance!"  
 
Other activities which will be held during Crane Week include  Sarus and Sundowners - cheese and wine to 
watch the cranes fly in at  Bromfield Swamp.  An evening dinner with talks from local naturalist Elinor 
Scambler and conservationist Tim Nevard;  and a family open air movie night. All events (excluding cost of 
the dinner) are free, but places must be reserved in advance.  
 
Entry into the photography competition is also free and photographs may be submitted on line or as prints. 
Entries must be of a bird or birds taken anywhere across the Tablelands region, and children are particularly 
encouraged to enter. Winners will be announced at an event on Sunday 30th September with internationally 
renowned photographers and competition judges Jeurgen Freund and Stan Breeden on hand to discuss the 
entries.  Further details and entry forms can be found on the Tablelands Crane Week website 
www.craneweek.org or by emailing info@craneweek.org    
 
For more information contact Gwyneth Nevard on 4043 4113, Caroline Thiele on 4096 6957, or email 
info@craneweek.org  Crane Week is an initiative of  Tablelands Regional Council tourism staff, the Wildlife 
Conservancy of Tropical Queensland and Malanda  Falls Visitor Centre. 
  
Regards  
Gwyneth Nevard 
Coordinator Tourism 
Tourism and Culture Section, Customer and Community Services Group 
Tablelands Regional Council 
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